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SPSW Contacts:

President:  Pat McCart
(253) 370-8986
jmccart5464@msn.com

V. President:  Eric Lofstrom
(253) 320-4788
ellofstrom@msn.com

Secretary:  Tom Hunt
(253) 854-3917
tomjhunt@att.net

Treasurer:  Paul Crabtree
(253) 273-2147
crabtreepaul@yahoo.com

Membership:  Fred Reinke 
(253) 246-9953
reinkefnd@comcast.net

Editor:  Jeff Marsden  
(206) 347-3521
jeffmarsden@me.com

Sawdust Sessions:
Jim Cotter (Coordinator)
(206) 954-9548
cotterjimmy@hotmail.com

Program Director:  Jim Cotter
(206) 954-9548
cotterjimmy@hotmail.com

Industry Coordinator:  
Bob Mower
(253) 846-8277
zeebob33@gmail.com

 Vase by Curtis Evers
See page 2 for details

(Photograph by Fred Abeles)
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Writer!s Block
" I know many of you will Þnd this hard to believe, but at times I Þnd myself 
at a loss for words. No, not things to talk about - I can always manage that. 
When I!m talking to someone, I talk and listen in turns. I only have to carry a 
part of the conversation, the person or people I!m talking with contribute as 
well. A conversation is not just dependent on me. 
" Writing, however, is different - it!s just me and the blank page and 
unfortunately for me the blank page is a very good listener and a very bad 
talker. It contributes nothing to help me carry the narrative forward. So at times 
I struggle with ÒWriter!s blockÓ. Like today I!m stuck - I have no idea what I!m 
going to write for this month!s newsletter!
" I don!t have this problem when I!m turning wood. Even though wood 
turning is similar to writing in that it!s just you and the blank piece of wood, I 
never get ÒTurner!s BlockÓ.  Wood has a language of its own to communicate 
with. A non-verbal one, but a language nonetheless. It contributes to the 

conversation I have with it as I!m turning it. Like speaking with another person, it helps carry the narrative forward.
Like all languages you have to learn the vocabulary to understand it. Wood communicates in many ways. The 

shape of the rough wood blank tells me what I can expect to make from it. The Þgure and coloring of the wood 
blank tells me what the Þnished piece may look like. If it!s spalted it tells me its been on the ground and is in the 
initial stages of decay. If it!s spalted and punky it tells me that the decaying process is well underway. That I!ll need 
to use wood hardener if I am going to turn it and to go easy with the sandpaper as the softer punky wood will sand 
away quicker than the surrounding harder wood. If the lathe vibrates and moves it tells me I!m spinning it too fast 
and that I haven!t trued and balanced the piece properly. If, when I stop my lathe to inspect my work, I Þnd the 
surface ragged and rough it tells me that my tools are dull or that I!m not holding them correctly. I!m usually guilty of 
both. A smooth shiny surface tells me that my tools are sharp and I!m holding them correctly. These are just a few of 
the non-verbal ways wood communicates with us; there are many more and I still have a lot to learn, but then that!s 
part of the fun of wood turning. 

I still don!t know what I!m going to write for the newsletter this month. If only this blank sheet of paper would 
speak to me like a blank piece of wood does. Oh well, I!ll think of something eventually, I suppose. In the meantime 
I think I!ll go to the shop and work on my language skills. There is a special piece of wood I!ve been saving and I 
think it!s time we had a little talk.

See you on the 18th, and remember be safe, make chips and have fun!
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President!s Letter & Meet the Turner

" This month!s cover photo is a piece by Curtis Evers.
" If you don!t know already Curtis is a new turner who has been 
producing some pretty amazing work. To date he has produced 26 
segmented pieces and 5 solid pieces. Not bad considering he has only 
been turning for 10 months. Prior to joining the SPSW Curtis was 
primarily self taught having read a few books on the subjects of turning 
and segmented turning. Since joining the SPSW he has attended a few 
of the Sawdust Session where he has expanded on his skills with the 
help of our club mentors.
The Vase on the cover is made of Padauk & Canary wood. And for 
those of you who are keeping count, it is made up of 358 individual 
pieces.
Keep up the good work, Curtis. We!re all looking forward to seeing what 
you!ll make next!
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Participation Tickets  Ð If you participate in Show & Tell , Wood Donation , 
or Set-Up/Clean-Up , make sure to Þll out your Participation Tickets.

SPSW CALENDAR # 2009 At A Glance

Jan. 15 Membership Mtg:-
" Fred Holder - Making Chinese Balls
" 17 Sawdust Session at Pat McCart!s
" 27 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Feb. 19 Membership Mtg:-
" Malcolm Tibbets Segmented turning
" 19 Special all day class with Malcolm 

" Tibbets - Segmented Turning
" 21 Sawdust Session
" 24 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Mar. 19 Membership Mtg:-
" " 2008 Annual Holiday meeting
" 21 Sawdust Session 
" 31 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Apr. 16  Membership Mtg:- Dave Schweitzer -
" " " Wooden Bowls & Decorative Effects
" 18 Sawdust Session at Bob Sweazey!s
" 28 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

May 21 Membership Mtg:- Dan Ackerman -
" Turned Boxes
" 23 Sawdust Session
" 26 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

June 18 Membership Mtg:-
" Summer Symposium
" 20 Sawdust Session
" 30 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s
" " "

July 16  Membership Mtg:-
" "" TBD
" 18th Picnic / Wood Auction"
" 28 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Aug. 20  Membership Mtg:-
" TBD 
" 22 Sawdust Session
" 25 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Sept. 17 Membership Mtg:-
" " TBD
" 19 Sawdust Session
" 25 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Oct. 15 Membership Mtg:-
" Fall Symposium
" 17 Sawdust Session
" 27 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Nov. 19 Membership Mtg:-
" " TBD
" 21 Sawdust Session
" 24 Board Mtg. - Les Johnson!s

Dec. 18 Membership Mtg:-
" Annual Holiday Mtg.
" 20 Sawdust Session
" 30 Board Mtg. - Location TBD

THIS MONTH AT A GLANCE

¥MEMBERSHIP MTG - June 18th  (Thur.), 7:00-9:00 pm at Fife Senior Center

¥SAWDUST SESSION -  June 20th @ Bob Sweazey!s Shop

¥BOARD MTG. - June 30th  (Tues.), 7:00-8:30 pm at Les Johnson!s, members welcome (RSVP to Pat 
McCart)

http://www.spswoodturners.org
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Spring / Summer Symposium
There is no Show & Tell or Wood Ra$e this month

The Spring / Summer Symposium is Þnally here.

Got a question, got a problem, need to learn a new technique or just curious? Then the Spring / Summer 
Symposium is the !place to be. There will be a number of experienced turners on hand demonstrating:

Carol Zandell - Small Items

Eugene Kramer & Brad Husby - Segmented Turning

Jack Wayne - Turning Between Centers

Dave Schweitzer - Sharpening & Beading

Billy Baugh - Sharpening

Paul Crabtree - Hollowing

Richard Steppic - Natural Edge Bowl

Remember there is no Show and Tell or Wood Rafße this month.

http://www.spswoodturners.org
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Last MonthÕs Meeting % Dan Ackerman
 Photos by Fred Abeles: For additional Club photos by Fred please go to

http://avoided%artist.smugmug.com/Woodworking

http://www.spswoodturners.org
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Last Month!s Show & Tell Items
Photos by Bob Seivers

http://www.spswoodturners.org
http://www.spswoodturners.org


¥ SEATTLE AAW MEMBERSHIP MEETING Ð 2nd Thursday of each month, Overlake School in 
Redmond

¥ OLYMPIA AAW MEMBERSHIP MEETING Ð 4th Thursday of each month, Thurston County 
Fairgrounds

¥
¥ Wooden Laser Engraved Name Tags are now available. The cost is $10. To order a name tag 

please see Les Johnson at our supplies table at the monthly meeting. 
  ¥ Mark your calenders- the Woodturners of Olympia WA 2009 ÒCreativity in WoodturningÓ 

Symposium will be held Saturday, July 25, 2009.# Eric Lofstrom will begin the day with a 
demonstration on woodturning basics. Eric will be followed by Jimmy Clewes.# Jimmy is a well-
known teacher and demonstrator in his native England as well as here in the USA. He will be 
performing demonstrations covering:
¥" Design, shape, form & aesthetics
¥ Oriental Boxes
¥ Turning a twist and long stem goblet, and colorings

" The cost for the full day is $70 for early payment. After June 1, 2009 the cost is $80.# Children 
under the age of 18 can register for $10 if attending with a paying adult.#

" Lunch is included in the cost if payment is received before July 12.#
" Demonstrations will start promptly at 8 a.m. and end by 4:30 p.m. Door prize drawings will be 

made after the Þnal presentation.
" Location is the Komachin Middle School located at 3650 College St. SE, Lacey, WA 98503.#
" For more information or to register see http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/ or send payment 

directly to Al Price at 4112 Teakwood Ct. SE, Lacey, WA 98503.#
" Questions may also be directed to Al at 360-791-0396 or aprice44@aol.com

"" In addition to the symposium, Jimmy will be putting on two one day classes for up to 8 people per 
class. The Þrst class will be for beginning turners and the second will be for intermediate turners. A 
one day class with Jimmy will cost $125 and two days will be $250.# The classes will be held on the 
26th & 27th. 

" Please email Larry Miller at sawdusterlarry@hotmail.com or Al Price at aprice44@aol.com you!re 
interested.# The classes will be Sunday/Monday, July 26-27.

Are you a new member or visiting our club for the Þrst 
time?

We are glad you are here and want to welcome you
to our general membership meeting. Please introduce
yourself to an ofÞcer or mentor so we can welcome 
you.

Need help with a splintering question?
Contact one of our ÒMENTORS.Ó  These club members 
have stepped up and would like to use their knowledge and 
expertise to help other turners with their questions. If these 
turners aren!t able to answer your question, they will do their 
best to help you Þnd a solution.

SPSW Mentors
¥  Ted Bartholomew  
" (253) 779-0819

¥  Jim Cotter  
" (206) 954-9548

¥  Paul Crabtree  
" (253) 273-2147
¥  Jack Hegseth  
" (360) 832-8499

¥  Hal Johnson  
" (425) 788-2221

SPSW Website: http://www.spswoodturners.org June 15, 2009
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Announcements

¥  Eric Lofstrom  
" (253)-320-4788

¥  Pat McCart  
" (253) 370-8986

¥  John Moe  
" (425) 643-4522

¥  Dave Schweitzer  
" (360) 432-9509

¥  Bob Sievers  
" (360) 897-8427
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¥ The South Puget Sound Woodturners now has a club policy for harvesting wood as a club 
function. Please go to our website http://www.SPSWoodturners.org  for details.

¥ Last chance to plan to plan your trip to this year!s AAW symposium.  It will be held in 
Albuquerque, NM on June 26 - 28, 2009. Please go to http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2009 for 
details on this year!s Symposium.

¥ Blinded Veterans Donations - Bob Mower  is still accepting donations for the blinded veterans! 
auction. Bob Mower volunteers with the association of Blinded Veterans. Every year the association 
has an auction to raise money for a scholarship  fund for the children of blinded veterans. Bob is asking 
for donations of turned objects from our members for the auction. 
Please remember that if not for these brave men and women we would not have the freedoms and 
quality of life we enjoy today.
Bob would also like to thank all those who donated vendor appreciation gifts.

¥ OPCAAW Wood Turning and Wood Working Swap Meet
" What:  A ÒÞrst annualÓ swap meet / rummage sale of wood, tools, books, videos and miscellany related 

to wood turning or wood working.

" When: July 12, 2009. Set up 11 to 12, sales 12 to 3, clean-up 3 to 4.

" Where:  Seventh Day Adventist School. The address is: Kitsap Adventist School, 5088 NW Taylor 
Road, Bremerton, WA.

" Who:  Sellers must be members in good standing of OPCAAW. Shoppers may be members or friends 
of members. We will also invite the other local clubs. For this reason, there will be no outside 
advertising.

" How:  10!x 10! ßoor spaces will be available to members for $10 on a Þrst come Þrst served basis. You 
will have to set up your own space. There are a few tables, but you should bring your own to assure 
you have one. Sellers may include friend!s stuff with theirs, or split a space with another member.  
Contact Norm Hix to sign up: (normhix@comcast.net, 360-638-0420).

" Please come to help set up at 11:00, and stay after to help clean up.

" If you are willing to help  the day of the event, laying out the ßoor, setting up tables, collecting money, 
etc. please let Norm know.

" For additional information please contact: Norm Hix at normhix@comcast.net  or by phone
" at 360-638-0420.

SPSW Website: http://www.spswoodturners.org
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Upcoming Club Rafßes
Tickets $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00

The next drawing will be held at the July meeting.

- In May tickets will go on sale for a Jet Mini Lathe  with the drawing being held in July.

ClassiÞed Ads
Would you like to place an ad? Contact Jeff Marsden at (206) 347-3521  or jeffmseattle@yahoo.com

2009 SPSW Membership: $25 for single / family membership (only one card issued per $25). Contact Fred Reinke 
at the general membership meeting or contact our treasurer, Paul Crabtree at (253) 273-2147 or 
crabtreepaul@yahoo.com

This monthÕs Club Special - Please remember to support those who support us. Current 
membership card must be presented at time of purchase to qualify for special offers from the vendors below.

Offers are valid for in-store purchases only. 

Woodcraft  furnishes all types of turning supplies. We also stock a large  
quantity of general wood-working equipment and supplies. Additionally, 
a 10% discount (some exclusions apply) is available off your purchases 
when you show your current club membership card.

This month!s Woodcraft Turner!s Club Special: Hold Fast vacuum chucks and accessories. If you 
are looking for a vacuum chuck and/or accessories please come in and check out our stock.
In addition to your club discount receive an additional 5% off of the retail price of all Holdfast items. This 
offer is limited to in-store sales only. Sale lasts until July 17th, 2009.
Your Seattle Woodcraft  is located at 5963 CORSON AVE SOUTH, SEATTLE. Tel: (206) 767-6394.

For Sale: Great starter lathe. # Rockwell, 4-speed, 3/4 HP, factory metal stand, rigged for outboard turning.
Call for more specs, or come and see. # $275.00. # Perry Miller.# 206-824-2990.

http://www.spswoodturners.org
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Club supplies
The following items are available for purchase at the monthly meetings. The proceeds 
earned from the sale of these items go back into the club.

CODE DESCRIPTIONDESCRIPTION PRICE

GLUEGLUE

HS-4     HOT STUFF (Thin) 2 oz 9.00

HST-4     SUPER ÒTÓ (GAP) 2 oz 9.00

HS-4T     SPECIAL ÒTÓ (Thick) 2 oz 10.00

BSI     5 MIN. EPOXY 4.5 OZ 4.5 oz 6.00

ACCELERATORACCELERATOR

QA-6     NCF QUICK AEROSOL 6 oz 11.00

    NCF MILD 2 oz 6.00

COMPANION PRODUCTSCOMPANION PRODUCTS

US-1     ULTRA SOLVENT 2 oz 5.00

HT-600     GLUE CAP REPLACEMENTS 1.00

PT-100     TIP EXTENSIONS 4 1.00

301     TIP EXTENSIONS 3 1.00

303     LONG TIPS 4.5 oz 1.00

322     CA APPLICATOR FINE 1.00

OTHEROTHER

IND     INDEX WHEELS 20.00

SEAL     SEALER 1 gal 12.00

    FINISH 1 pt 12.00

    FRICTION POLISH 1 pt 14.00

SANDING

MICRO M     3Ó x 6Ó SHTS 1 ea 13.00

MICRO M     3Ó x 6Ó SHTS 2 ea 24.00

  GRITS 80 THROUGH 1000

    SANDPAPER (5) 5 2.00

  GRITS 80 THROUGH 220

    SAND CLOTH (1) 1.00

  DISKS

DISCS     2Ó SANDING KIT 25.00

DISCS     3Ó SANDING KIT 30.00

  GRITS 80, 120, 180 & 280

DISCS     2Ó SANDING KITS 10 2.00

DISCS     3Ó SANDING KITS 10 3.00

http://www.spswoodturners.org
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When purchasing your woodworking supplies,
please consider supporting our friends.

Woodturning Classes
Saturdays 9am-4pm

$65 Plus Tax
Ted Bartholomew (253) 779-0819

Tropical Exotic Hardwoods
Of Latin America

Mitch Talcove (760) 434-3030

Tukwila (206) 244-9161
http://www.rockler.com

(800) 551-8876
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com

Equipment Sales & Surplus
1801 West Valley Hwy N
Auburn, WA 98001-1605

(253) 804-3211

Seattle (206) 767-6394
http://woodcraft.com

(800) 683-8876
packardwoodworks.com

Sumner Woodworking Store
John and Joan Schmit

Sumner (253) 891-9413

CROSSCUT
HARDWOODS

Seattle (206) 623-0334

Klingspor!s 
Woodworking
P.O. Box 3737 Hickory NC 28603-3737
(800) 228-0000

Treeline
1221 East 1120 South

Provo, UT 84606
(800) 598-2743

http://www.treelineusa.com

(800) 547-5461
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Vendors
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